Meeting between the First President and
President Abboud, President of the Court of
Cassation of Lebanon
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On 22nd of February 2021, the First President Chantal Arens met by videoconference President Abboud,
President of the Court of Cassation of Lebanon and President of the Association of High Courts of Cassation
sharing the use of French (AHJUCAF), guest of honourhonor at the opening session of the Cour de cassation
(Court of Cassation) last january. President Jean-Paul Jean, Secretary General of AHJUCAF, attended the meeting.

During this meeting, First President Chantal Arens expressed her will to reinforce the bilateral cooperation between the
Cour de cassation (Court of Cassation) and the Court of Cassation of Lebanon, historical partner of the Cour de cassation
(Court of Cassation) within la francophonie (the francophone community). She stressed the crucial nature of the dialogue
between judges to face challenges to the rule of law, in a context of multiple crises.

President Abboud spoke of the particularly difficult situation in which Lebanon finds itself today and more particularly
the Lebanese justice system. He also stressed the importance of defending the independence of the judiciary and
fighting corruption. This last theme, which is one of the priority work areas of AHJUCAF, will be the subject of discussions

between the Cour de cassation (Court of Cassation) and the Lebanese Court of Cassation notably on the specific issue of
seizures and confiscations of criminal assets.



Finally, the Presidents exchanged on the project to develop a model for a francophone supreme court, conducted within
AHJUCAF on the proposal of President Abboud. First President Chantal Arens emphasized that this reflection was in line
with the reflection that she had wished to conduct, with the Prosecutor general, on the future of theCour de cassation
(Court of Cassation), called "Commission Cour de cassation 2030", and which was entrusted to a Commission of
personalities recognized for their expertise. The Commission’s report is expected in September 2021 and will be
transmitted to AHJUCAF in order to contribute to the reflection.

A thematic seminar should be organized between the Cour de cassation (Court of Cassation) and the Court of Cassation of
Lebanon as soon as the health situation will allow it.
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